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Washington “ Congressman Olver, Senators° Kerry and Kennedy, and                Westfield Mayor Richard Sullivan announced today that the U.S. Department                of Health and Human Services has for the first time found Hampden                County eligible for funding under the Targeted Assistance Program.                Cities and towns in Hampden County that have experienced a large                increase of refugees, such as Westfield, are expected to apply for                this funding.              

œThis is exactly the type of assistance we were looking for. This                funding will go a long way towards meeting the needs of the refugee                population by providing job skills, language training, and day care                services,” Olver said.              

In January, Congressman Olver and representatives from Senators°                Kerry and Kennedy°s office, State Rep. Cele Hahn and State Sen.                Mike Knapik met with Westfield Mayor Richard Sullivan to discuss                how to obtain funding to serve the needs of the increasing refugee                population.              

œThis funding is a direct result of the summit meeting we held                in January this year,” Mayor Sullivan said. œThis type of targeted                assistance is precisely what our communities need and I am grateful                to the collective work that went in to identifying this funding,”                Mayor Sullivan remarked.              

œThis funding would allow cities and towns in Hampden County to                get additional resources to deal with the growing number of refugees                in their communities,” stated Senator Kerry. œCurrently communities                are struggling to provide even the most basic vital services to                these individuals,” Kerry continued.              

The purpose of the funding is to provide, through a process of                local planning and implementation, direct services intended to result                in the economic self-sufficiency and reduced welfare dependency                of refugees through job placements.              

(more) 
               Hampden County is eligible for the FY 1999 formula funding based                on refugee and entrant arrivals during the 5-year period from FY                1994 through FY 1998, and on the concentration of refugees and entrants                as a percentage of the general population.              

Cities, towns and social service agencies in Hampden County are                eligible to apply for the funding assistance. 

-----             

For more information on HHS°s Targeted Assistance Program, please                contact Emel Hadzipasic at the Massachusetts Office for Refugees                and Immigrants: 617-727-7888.              

For more information on the refugee situation in Westfield, please                contact Westfield Mayor Richard Sullivan: 413-572-6200             
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